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Sir: 

Further and favorable reconsideration is requested in view of the following remarks. 

In the Advisory Action, the Examiner states that ". . . Vesely teaches mixed acid used for 
separating platinum from the residue as chloroplatinic acid. See col. 2, lines 36-54." 

However, it appears that the Examiner does not have a full understanding of the 
technique described in the Vesely reference. 

Thus, as Applicants noted in their most recent response, the method disclosed in this 
reference is for the recovery of platinum from a deactivated catalyst, basically comprising the 
following two steps: 

(i) a step of initially treating a deactivated catalyst such as a platinum-alumina 
composition with a strong acid; and 

(ii) a step of recovering platinum from a platinum-containing residue, which is 
obtained after the treatment in step (i). 

Treatment with mixed acid, i.e., aqua regia, which the Examiner referred to in the above- 
quoted passage of the Advisory Action, concerns step (ii) above. 

The method of claim 1 of the present application, on the other hand, corresponds instead 
to step (i) above. Vesely neither teaches nor suggests using mixed acid in the above step (i). 



The USPTO is hereby authorized to charge any fees under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1. 16, 1. 1 7, and 1.492, which may be required by this 
paper to Deposit Account No. 23-0975. 



Column 2, lines 36-54 of Vesely, which the Examiner is referring to, is an explanation of the 
above step (ii), and as Applicants have previously noted, Vesely is silent about using a mixed 
acid which contains sulfuric acid and nitric acid to treat deactivated catalyst in the above first 
step (i). 

The Examiner also says, " ... it would have been obvious to use nitric acid as functionally 
equivalent to phosphoric acid because both nitric acid and phosphoric acid are known to be used 
for treating noble metal catalysts/ 1 

In the present invention, however, the purpose of using nitric acid in recovering catalytic 
component-supporting wash coat from a metallic carrier catalytic device is to form an oxide 
layer on the surface of the metallic carrier and to thereby prevent the metallic carrier surface 
from being dissolved by sulfuric acid, so that the catalytic component-supporting wash coat can 
be effectively recovered from the metallic carrier without substantial dissolution of the metallic 
carrier (see the present specification, page 6, lines 14-23). This feature of the present invention 
is neither taught nor suggested either in Toshiyuki (JP '61 9) or in Vesely at all. 

As clearly seen in Comparative Examples 2 and 3 of the present specification, phosphoric 
acid is not very effective in protecting the surface of a metallic carrier, and so contrary to the 
position of the Examiner, it cannot be said that phosphoric acid is functionally equivalent to 
nitric acid. Therefore, one skilled in the art would not have been motivated by Toshiyuki to use, 
as strong acid, a mixed acid of sulfuric acid and nitric acid in the first step (i) of Vesely. 

For these reasons, and those set forth in the previous response, Applicants maintain their 
position that the presently claimed invention is clearly patentable over the applied references, 
placing the application in condition for allowance. Such allowance is solicited. 
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Federal GovernmentArchived Operating Status in the Washington, DC, Area 

the following message applies only to Monday, December 21, 2009 



Federal agencies in the Washington, DC, area are CLOSED. 
This Means . . . 

• Federal agencies in the Washington, DC, area are closed. Nonemergency employees (including 
employees on pre-approved leave) will be granted excused absence for the number of hours they 
were scheduled to work. This does not apply to employees on leave without pay, leave without 
pay for military duty, workers' compensation, suspension, or in another nonpay status. 

• Telework employees may be expected to work from their telework sites, as specified in their 
telework agreements. 

• Emergency employees are expected to report for work on time. 

• Employees on alternative work schedules are not entitled to another AWS day off in lieu of the 
workday on which the agency is closed. 

Posted on December 20, 2009 at 4:35 PM 

U.S. Office of Personnel Management 1900 E Street NW, Washington, DC 20415 I (202) 606-1800 "P 
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